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Prussian affairs than any chief of a parliamentary fraction,

with whom, in order to gain his support, one is obliged to

make terms ; one would, indeed, be enabled to simply pass

over the King's rights to the ' order of the day/   And yet

the prescriptions of the Constitution are perfectly clear, viz.,

that it is the King's prerogative to make war or peace, and

to  choose his Ministers.    In behaving as. you do,  you

gainsay not only the Constitution, but the traditions, history,

and even the popular feeling of Prussia, which is, and will

remain, thoroughly monarchical.    The rocker de bronze of

Frederick William the First still stands firm.   It constitutes

the foundation of Prussian history, of Prussian renown, of

Prussia's rank as a great power, and of her constitutional

Monarchy.   You will not succeed in shaking this brazen

rock by your National Association, your * resolutions/ and

your liberum veto?

On the 4th February, 1866, whilst contending in the
Lower House against Virchow's motion to the effect that
" the House would pronounce the union of the Duchy of
Lauenburg to the Prussian Crown illegal/' Bismarck
remarked : " In this case also you are mixing up the Belgian
and Prussian Constitutions. The latter has copied the
former pretty faithfully, I admit; but it has not adopted
Article 78. That Article (of the Belgian Constitution) is
worded as follows : * The King possesses no other powers
but those which are accorded to him by this Constitution, or
by a law enacted on the basis of this Constitution/ This
Article is lacking to the Prussian Constitution; and upon
that account His Majesty the King of this country is in
possession of all those ancient rights of the Crown which
have not been transferred to other factors by express
prescriptions of the Constitution, or of laws enacted upon
the basis of the Constitution/'                                 *